
 



ABCs & 123s of Wedding Planning 

 

Couples become most overwhelmed by tasks related to managing their guest lists and 

hiring wedding professionals. Here are a few simple tips to help you tackle these tasks 

with ease.  

 

 

 

Create an A & B list.  

The A list includes those guests you can’t imagine having your wedding without: your 

parents, immediate family, and closest friends.  

The B list would be for those guests that you want to invite but won’t be devastated if 

they can’t make it. This might include coworkers, your boss, or people you haven’t seen 

in 10 years.  

The Secret Sauce: Get your RSVP cards printed with 2 different dates:  One about 5 

weeks before the wedding and the other 3 weeks before. Send invitations to the A List 



early (8 weeks before your wedding) with the earlier RSVP deadline. If any of them say 

they cannot attend, then reach into your B List to send an invitation with the later RSVP 

deadline.  

 

C is for Children  

Are you inviting children to the wedding?  

If Yes, then make sure you plan some form of entertainment to keep them occupied 

while their parents enjoy spending time with the rest of your guests. A kids’ table with 

crayons & coloring books is a simple way to keep them busy. If your venue has a 

separate room for the children to hang out in, you could designate someone to 

chaperone them while they play games and watch movies.  

If No, you may not write “No Children Allowed” on your invitation. A better way to 

communicate your request for no children at the wedding, is to print “# Adults 

Attending” on your RSVP card.  

NOTE: There will always be a handful of people who don’t get it and include the children 

anyway. No worries… have your mother, maid of honor, or wedding planner contact 

them (not the bride/groom) to explain their misunderstanding.  

 

 



Guest +1 

Allowing each guest to bring a date automatically doubles your guest count. To manage 

this better, you can establish a rule about who will be allowed a “+1”. Perhaps your rule 

will be “No Ring, No Bring”: Only couples in committed, well-established relationships. 

So… your brother who dates a different person every month will not be allowed to bring 

the date du jour.  

Don’t worry. Your single guests will probably know other people at the wedding. Maybe 

your wedding will be the spark for a new match-up.  

 

 

 

2 Items to Buy from the $1 Store 

Paper Plates & Small Sticky Notes 

These are the tools needed to plan your seating arrangement.  

The paper plates will represent your tables. Write a table number on each plate.  

The sticky notes will represent each guest. Write 1 guest’s name on each note.  



Your tables will probably seat 10 guests. Place 10 notes around each plate. Continue 

until every guest has a place to sit.   

This works fabulously because you can visualize who will be seated together at a table. It 

is easy to change seating assignments. It is easy to remove invited guests who can’t 

attend.  

Once you have the perfect seating plan, THEN you will transfer this to a spreadsheet to 

forward to whomever is printing your escort cards or seating chart.  

 

 

 

3 Wedding Professionals to Meet 

The internet is filled with local wedding professionals who are waiting for your business. 

A Google search for “Wedding Cake Philadelphia” returned over 1 million results. If you 

search popular wedding sites like The Knot or Wedding Wire, you will get a slightly 

lower number of results, but these are just companies that advertise with them.  

To eliminate the overwhelming feeling of finding the perfect wedding professionals for 

your wedding, start with specific criteria for each category based on your own style, 

personality, and price point. Then narrow down your choices. Finally, decide to meet 



with your top 3 choices (in person). You need to establish a connection and hire people 

you get to know, like, and trust.  

If you don’t find anyone you want to hire out of these 3, make notes of the reasons why 

they weren’t a good match. Then go back to your list and choose another 3 to meet with.    

This applies to venue, caterer, photographer, videographer, entertainment, florals, 

invitations, cake, transportation, etc.  

 

 

For more fabulous wedding planning tips and advice, follow Trilogy Event Design:  

FACEBOOK: Trilogy Event Design 

INSTAGRAM: @trilogyeventdesign 

TWITTER: @trilogyedg 

BLOG: http://trilogyeventdesign.com/blog/ 

   

 

Good Luck 

Best Wishes 

And  

MUCHOS SMOOCHES!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/trilogyeventdesign/
https://www.instagram.com/trilogyeventdesign/
https://twitter.com/TrilogyEDG
http://trilogyeventdesign.com/blog/
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ABOUT THE COMPANY 

Trilogy Event Design is a wedding planning and event design company serving the 

Philadelphia area, including surrounding counties, New Jersey, and Delaware. We 

promise to plan and design your wedding or special event to represent you... your 

personality, your style, your flavor. From our initial meeting until the last guest leaves 

your party, Trilogy Event Design will be your source for both unparalleled planning and 

unique designs. 

Visit our website www.trilogyeventdesign.com to learn more about our services and to 

schedule your complimentary initial meeting to discuss your fabulous wedding!  
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